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Fascination w

ith graves and cem
eteries. 


M

any people don’t like
cem

eteries (creepy, sad...)
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C

em
eteries can be m

ore interesting and telling 
than m

useum
s. They allow

 “tim
e travel”.


People and entire com

m
unity histories have been 

significantly m
em

orialized in graveyards. 
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W

e can learn a lot about those w
ho are buried and 

their culture or society. W
e can see m

uch 
fascinating architecture, sculpture and art. 


There are stories everyw

here you look; fam
ily 

histories, m
em

orials, and precious m
em

ories.
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W

hat about burials that have been forgotten? 


I w

ill docum
ent the know

n locations of prehistoric 
burials found so far on the Island of M

ontreal. 


These are of N

ative ancestry and are quite rare.


M

any sim
ilar sites have been destroyed due to 

developm
ent and urbanization. Yet, I have no 

doubt sim
ilar burials m

ay still be found in the few
 

areas that have not been disturbed. 
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This m

ap show
s the m

any stream
s and rivers that once 

flow
ed in M

ontreal, before the arrival of Europeans. 
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M

any current streets (A
rlington in W

estm
ount, as w

ell 
as C

ôte-des-N
eiges) are located on the site of old 

Indian trails, and follow
 their routes. 


M

any ancient lakes and stream
s have dried up –

others 
still run their course (G

len stream
), w

hile others have 
been channeled though underground pipes.  
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U

nderneath Vanier C
ollege, a set of large pipes w

ere 
constructed to allow

 the Raim
baultstream

 to pursue its 
natural course. This stream

 started at the corner of Ste-
C

roix and the M
etropolitan, and reached out to O

'Brien 
and du Ruisseau

street, north of Poirier and beyond. 
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There are hundreds 
of archeological 
sites in M

ontreal. 
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The first ever site be 
found is the D

aw
son 

Site: located betw
een 

Sherbrooke, de 
M

aisonneuve, 
M

ansfield and 
M

etcalfe. 
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It w

as discovered 
accidently in 1860. 


Sir John W

illiam
 

D
aw

son, the director 
of M

cG
ill, organized 

one of the first 
archeological digs in 
C

anada.
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The digs led to the 
discovery of thousands 
of Iroquoian artefacts, 
including polished-
stone axes. 


The w

orkers also found 
hundreds of fireplaces, 
sm

all anim
al bones, 

bone tools, corn, beans, 
and tobacco. 
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A

lso discovered w
ere hundreds of pieces of broken 

pottery and clay pipes
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The M

ohaw
ks of K

ahnaw
ake

believe that the inhabitants 
of this village w

ere in fact M
ohaw

ks. 


H
ow

ever, noting m
ajor differences in pottery, 

archeologists call them
 “Saint-Law

rence Iroquoians”
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The D

aw
son Site also 

includes m
any burials 

(found m
ostly on the 

corner of Sherbrooke
and M

etcalfe). 


The rem
ains of at least 

20 individuals w
ere 

found. 


D
aw

son speculated that 
several hundred people 
w

ere buried there.
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A

 view
 of M

ontreal from
 the M

ount Royal, 1852.

Several people w
ho lived in the area in the 1850s 

rem
em

bered that w
hen they w

ere young, they w
ould 

frequently recover hum
an bones and pottery by sim

ply 
exploring the surface of the soil .
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The D

aw
son Site w

as located betw
een Sherbrooke, de 

M
aisonneuve, M

ansfield and M
etcalfe. 


This is the corner of Sherbrooke

and M
etcalfe, w

here 
20 skeletons w

ere found in 1860.
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The M

cG
ill cam

pus in 1891, 31 years after the discovery 
of the D

aw
son Site.
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The D

aw
son Site is an Iroquoian village that dates 

back to the 1500s. Som
e believe it is the village of 

H
ochelaga, w

hich w
as visited by Jacques C

artier in 
1535, but this is unlikely. 
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This plaque on the 
M

cG
ill cam

pus states 
that the D

aw
son site 

w
as the village of 

H
ochelaga

that w
as 

visited by Jacques 
C

artier in 1535, before 
clim

bing up (and 
nam

ing) the M
ount 

Royal.
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This skull w

as found in 1850 in w
hat is now

 M
ount-

Royal C
em

etery. 


The skull w
as found before this area w

as transform
ed 

into a graveyard. 


The skull seem
s to have a bullet hole on the front. Its 

exact age rem
ains unknow

n. 
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The 1850 skull w

as found in an area 
that w

ould eventually becom
e a 

section of the M
ount-Royal 

cem
etery dedicated to fallen fire-

fighters. 


Today, the skull, w
hich belonged to 

a m
ale, is hidden in the collection of 

the C
hâteau R

am
ezay. 
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Betw

een 1890 and 1920, 
the low

er and higher 
sum

m
its of M

ount Royal 
saw

 the construction of 
large hom

es. 


A
s new

 hom
es and streets 

took shape, 21 Indian 
prehistoric graves w

ere 
discovered by gardeners 
and residents, and studied 
by W

illiam
 Lighthall.

25




The skeletons of W

estm
ount w

ere all found resting on 
their sides. These are not C

hristian graves and thus 
date back to prior to the arrival of Europeans. 


Som

e w
ere found w

ith anim
al bones and only one w

as 
found w

ith an artefact (a w
am

pum
 bead), w

hich w
as 

stolen a few
 years later and never found again.
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O

f the 21 burials, the 
rem

ains of only 7 (1 
com

plete skeleton and 6 
skulls)can be found in 
m

useum
s today. 


The W

estm
ount graves 

date back to 1000 -1534 
A

D
. It is unclear if the 

people w
ere A

lgonquian 
hunter / gatherers or 
Iroquoian villagers.   
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M

O
U

N
TA

IN
 STREET, betw

een C
edar and M

ontrose –
1 burial w

as found here in 1875
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Three burials w

ere found on A
rgyle street (betw

een 
W

estm
ount and M

ontrose), all before 1898  
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“A

 num
ber of years ago a skeleton w

as discovered, 
near the surface, on the cutting of A

rgyle Avenue on 
about a w

esterly line from
 the residence of M

r. 
Earle. A

s the rem
ains w

ere rum
ored to be possibly 

Indian, M
r. Earle secured the skull, w

hich had been 
used as a football by boys, som

e of the teeth, w
hich 

had originally been com
plete in num

ber, being thus 
lost. (…

) Roots of grass interlaced in it show
 the 

lightness of the covering.”
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O

ne burial w
as found on the corner of M

ontrose and 
A

berdeen prior to 1898. 
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“O

n another occasion m
any years ago, a skeleton w

as 
found, also lightly buried, and w

ith the knees draw
n 

up, just east of the residence of M
r. John M

acfarlane 
on M

ontrose Avenue, during the digging of a flow
er-

bed. It w
as over six feet long. A

fter being exposed for 
a few

 days it w
as re-interred in the sam

e spot by 
order of M

r. M
acfarlane, and could doubtless be 

obtained for exam
ination if desirable.”
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In the 1890s, and especially in 1898, the rem

ains of 6 to 
8 individuals (there is som

e confusion in the original 
reports) w

ere found on the property of the St G
eorge 

Snow
shoe C

lub and its surroundings. 


The site of the old Snow

shoe C
lub is w

here w
e find the 

St G
eorge private school today, on the corner of The 

Boulevard and A
berdeen
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“O

n the 22nd of July last 
(1898) a gardener 
excavating in the St. 
G

eorge's C
lub-house 

grounds found three 
skeletons interred at a 
depth of from

 tw
o to tw

o 
and a half feet and w

ith 
knees draw

n up.” -
Lighthall
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“O

n Saturday the 10th Septem
ber, 1898, I w

ent w
ith tw

o 
laborers granted by the Tow

n of W
estm

ount to the 
excavation on the club house grounds, and choosing a 
spot on its edge cut a short trench som

e tw
o feet deep. 

A
bout ten feet southw

ard of the three skeletons 
previously found, this trench revealed tw

o large stones 
placed in the form

 of a reversed V, clearly in order, as it 
afterw

ards appeared, to partly cover a body. O
n raising 

these, a skeleton w
as found of a tall young m

an laid on 
the hard-pan, on his right side, w

ith face dow
n, head 

tow
ards the w

est, knees draw
n up, and covered w

ith the 
m

ealy dry w
hitish earth of the locality, to a depth of 

about tw
o and a half feet.” -Lighthall
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“O

n the 17th of Septem
ber, the excavations w

ere continued 
(...). A

bout four or five feet north of the grave last-m
entioned, 

large stones w
ere again struck and on being lifted, the 

skeleton of a young girl w
as unearthed w

hose w
isdom

 teeth 
had just begun to appear in the jaw. The large bone of her 
upper left arm

 had at one tim
e been broken near the shoulder. 

H
er slender skeleton w

as in the sam
e crouching position as 

the others but m
uch m

ore closely bunched together; the top of 
the head w

as laid tow
ards the north and looking partly 

dow
nw

ards. A
bove her w

ere found several flat stones w
hich 

m
ay have been used as scoops for the excavation. U

nder her 
neck w

as discovered the first m
anufactured object found, a 

single rude bead of w
hite w

am
pum

 of the prehistoric form
.” -

Lighthall
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Skulls found in Septem

ber 1898
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Tw

o burials w
ere found on C

arlton street in 1899, on 
the Raynesproperty
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Tw

o burials w
ere found on the corner of A

berdeen and 
The Boulevard in 1899.
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“A

t a later period, the gardener, M
r. Latter, w

ho 
had found the M

acfarlane skeleton, dug up and 
re-interred another just w

ithin the bounds of 
his ow

n property adjoining the head of 
A

berdeen Avenue opposite the St. G
eorge's 

Snow
shoe C

lub-house.” -Lighthall
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O

ne burial w
as found on M

ontrose, east of A
rgyle, in 

O
ctober 1901.
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O

ne burial w
ere found on W

estm
ount, to the W

est of 
M

urray, in O
ctober 1901
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Four skulls w

ere found near the C
ôte-des-N

eigesw
ater 

reservoir. There is som
e confusion as to W

H
EN

 they 
w

ere found. Som
e sources m

ention the year 1916 and 
others say 1924.
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The picture show

s the construction of the C
ôte-des-

N
eiges

m
unicipal w

ater reservoir. A
 total of four skulls 

w
ere discovered in this area by W

illiam
 Lighthall
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The four C

ôte-des-N
eigesreservoir skulls w

ere discovered 
in a cave along the cliff to the w

est of the m
unicipal 

facility: 3 adult m
ales and one 12 to 15 year-old fem

ale.
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A

nother pioneer in Q
uebec 

archeology w
as A

ristide 
Beaugrand-C

ham
pagne.  


H

e w
as trained as an architect: 

he is the designer of the M
ount-

Royal chalet. 
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In the 1920s, he discovered 20 prehistoric burials along 
C

ôte-Sainte-C
atherine, just before reaching Boulevard 

M
ont-Royal
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A

lso in the 1920s, an additional 20 Indian burials w
ere 

found on the corner of Van H
orne and Pratt. Today, 

the burial ground is located near and around Pratt 
Parc, in O

utrem
ont. 
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In 1996, the ow

ner of a house at 5653 7ièm
e Avenue 

found skeletal rem
ains as he w

as digging in his 
basem

ent. 


A
fter an initial dig by the SQ

, w
hich w

ould reveal 2 
ancient beads, and a lab analysis by the fam

ous 
forensic anthropologist K

athy Reichs, investigators 
realized that the burial dated back to ancient tim

es, 
w

ay before the construction of the house (early 1900s).
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BjFj-98
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The young w

om
an (20-35 

y/o) w
as resting on her 

side, and had been 
buried there in the 1500s. 


A

n archeological dig w
as 

organized; the research 
team

 discovered 21 
pieces of pottery, a pipe 
fragm

ent and other 
rem

ains of Iroquoian 
culture. 
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The young w

om
an show

ed several m
alform

ations. D
ue to 

a possible birth defect, com
bined w

ith irregular sitting 
posture throughout her life, as w

ell as other issues in her 
spine, her fem

urs w
ere problem

atic: basically, her left leg 
faced the exterior of her body and her right leg faced 
inw

ards, w
hich m

ade w
alking generally difficult.
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